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■ ABSTRACT| 

The enormous amount of African American children in
 
I . ■ ■ , ■ ■ ' - ■ ■ ■ 
the foster care system.is a concern for many professional 
, , I ■ ■ ■ '■ . ■; ■ ■ ■ •: ^ ■
social yorkers., and others who are interested in this 
issue. (Current statistics show that 500, 000 children are 
in America's foster care system, and forty-five percent of 
those cljiildren are African American. Currently, 100, 000 
I ■ . . ■ ■ 
childreiji in foster care are awaiting adoption, and the 
majority of those children are also African American. 
■ ■' I ■ ■ , ■
Black, cljiildren are waiting much longer to be adopted and 
are remaining in foster care longer than any other racial 
group. This discussion is the focus of this study. The 
questioiji is: are negative attitudes towards adoption and 
the child welfare system in general in the African 
1 ■ ■ ■ ■ 
American community a reason why there seems to be a lack 
■ . I 
of black families coming forward to adopt these children? 
These qiiestions guide this study. 
Ill 
  
j ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
 
Thank you Jesus for blessing me with all of your
 
wonderful blessings. Thank you God for my loving and
 
supportive family, and especially for my wonderful husband
 
Troy, arid my healthy, happy children. Thank you Mom, Dad,
 
lona, Leah, Troy, and Angela for always being there for
 
me, and for supporting me throughout my life. I would not
 
have maqle It through this program without you. I love you!
 
i ■ , , ■ ■ 
IV
 
  
I TABLE OF CONTENTS
 
ABSTRACT .■ iii
 
CHAPTERjONE: INTRODUCTION
 
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS /............ . . iv
 
LIST OF ;TABLES .'.. . . . ,. ... .. .' ... . .. ... ' vi
 
Prciblem Statement 1
 
Prdblem Focus . . . . .... . . .. . . . 7
 
CHAPTER 'TWO: REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE . . 10
 
. j , . . ■ . , ■ .
 
CHAPTER THREE: METHODOLOGY . ,
 
Study Design 24
 
Sampling , 27
 
Da.ta Collection and Instruments 27
 
Prdcedure ......... . . . . . . . . . . .•..7. . . 28
 
Pro;teGtion of Human Subjects . . . . . . . .. . .... 29
 
CHAPTER |fOUR: DATA ANALYSIS/RESULTSi. . .......... .... . .31
 
CHAPTER jFIVE: DISCUSSION'. .'. . . .. . . ...'... .. .. . 57
 
APPENPIxI a: AFRICAN AMERICAN ADOPTION .SURVEY ...... . . . 63
 
appendix! B:, INFORMED CONSENT . ......... . . ..7.......... ,69
 
APPENDIxj C: DEBRIEFING STATEMENT . ... ., 71
 
REFERENCES .... . . ....'. . .1 .■ . '. .' . . . 73
 
V, 
  
 
 
 
 
i 
LIST OF TABLES 
Table li. Adoption Survey Question #1 (Attitude 
Section) 35 
Table 2. Adoption Survey Question #2 (Attitude 
Section). . 36 
Table 3 Adoption Survey Question #3 (Attitude 
Section) 37 
Table 4 Adoption Survey Question #4 (Attitude 
Section) 38 
! 
Table 5i. Adoption Survey Question #5 (Attitude 
Section) 39 
Table GL Adoption Survey Question #6 (Attitude 
Section) 40 
Table 7 Adoption Survey Question #7 (Attitude 
Section) . 41 
Table Adoption Survey■Question #8 
Section) 
(Attitude 
. 42 
Table 9 Adoption Survey Question #9 
Section) 
(Attitude 
. 43 
Table 10. Adoption Survey Question #10 
Section) 
(Attitude 
44 
Table ll. Adoption Survey Question #11 
Section) 
(Attitude 
45 
I 
Table 12. Adoption Survey Question #12 
Section) . . . , 
(Attitude 
4 6 
I 
Table 13. Adoption Survey Question #13 
Section) 
(Attitude 
47 
Table 14 . Adoption Survey Question #14 
Section) 
(Attitude 
48 
Table 1^ . Adoption Survey Question #15 
Section) 
(Attitude . 
. • 4 9 
VI 
  
 
Table 116. Adoption Survey Question #16 (Attitude
 
Section) . 50 
Table 17. Adoption Survey Question #17 (Attitude 
Section) 51 
Table 18. Adoption Survey Question #18 (Attitude, 
Section) 52 
Table 19. Adoption Survey Question #15 (Demographics 
Section) 53 
Table 2b. Adoption Survey Question #16 (Demographicsj Section) 54 
Table 2i. Adoption Survey Question #17 (Demographics 
! Section) 55 
Table 2b. Adoption Survey Question #18 (Demographics 
! Section) . 56 
Vll
 
CHAPTER ONE
 
INTRODUCTION
 
Problem Statement
 
Child welfare is one of the most, critical issues 
currentl.y facing African American families ■ The increasing 
number of single-parent, females-headed households and 
high rates of adult and . childhood poverty, along.with 
substance abuse and an increasing number of African 
Americans incarcerated, are some issues that led to the 
placement of significant numbers of African American 
children in foster care (Taylor & Thorton, 1996). 
Current statistics shows that 500,000 children are
 
currently in the nation's foster care system and over
 
100,000 of those children are currently awaiting adoption.
 
The National Adoption Information clearinghouse reports
 
the current racial breakdown .of the children in foster
 
care. Their statistics show that forty-five percent of the
 
children in foster care are African American, thirty-eight
 
percent are Caucasian, fourteen percent are Hispanic, two
 
percent are American Indian, and one percent of these
 
children are Asian (National Adoption Information
 
Clearinghouse Statistical Analysis, 1997)
 
  
 
 
It;is known that the majority of the children in 
foster (pare are African American with,the large percentage 
of forty-five percent. Their percentage is extremely large 
consideiing the fact that African Americans make up about 
12-15% bf the total population. ■ 
' ■ I ' ' ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ 
Fifteen percent of all dhildren in America are
 
AfricanjAmerican, but 45 percent of the children in foster
 
care arb black, and black children represent half,of the
 
foster (phildren waiting to be adopted , (Craig, 1995). Black
 
childrei are much more likely to be in foster care than
 
I , ■ ' ■ •' , , ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ 
white children, and are more likely to remain in foster 
care for longer periods of time, and consequently, are ,
 
■ I . ■' , ■ ■ ^ ■ ■ ' . • ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ , ' 
more lijcely to experience multiple placements (Taylor &
 
Thorton) 1996).
 
The media,n age, of children awaiting adoption is nine
 
years o._d. Over half of the children are of minority
 
heritage. Nearly two-thirds of all children in foster care
 
are "special needs" children, which means they have
 
characteristics that make them harder to place in adoptive
 
and foster homes (Craig, 1995). "Special needs", children
 
include!kids who have siblings; are black, biracial,
 
Hispanic, or Native American; are older kids; or are kids
 
j ■ ' ■ 
who have been in foster care longer than 18 months. This
 
specia. needs"t:s-tigma may contribute to discouraging
 
  
 
 
 
 
familie^ from wanting to accept the children into their
 
houses.
 
TwQ-thirds of the "special needs" children have
 
medical'problems, are developmentally delayed, and/or
 
■ , i ■ ■ 
possess jbehavioral and psychological problems. The
 
proportiJon of legally free "special needs" children
 
I ' ,
 
awaitinq adoption is increasing. 
i ■ ■ . ■ . , ■ . 
Afrjican American children .are in the "special needs"
 
categor^ 
! 
because of their race, and because they are
 
harder tjo place in adoptive homes. Congress found that 
i ­
"childrejn wait a median of two years and eight months to 
i ■ ■ 
be adopted, and studies indicated that African American 
! ' ■ . 
childrenj wait longer than other children" (Brooks, Earth, 
Bussierei, & Patterson, 1999). A 1993 study by UC Berkley

i , , , ■ , 
professoir Richard Earth shows that an African American 
I
 
child in! California's foster care system is three times
 
less liklely to be adopted than a white child (NABSW,
 
1994). Since 500,000 children are currently in the
 
nation's foster care system, foster home conditions are
 
becoming much less than ideal (NABSW, 1994) due to
 
modification in licensing standards.
 
Astudy that explores reasons why free-to-be adopted
 
black children are waiting longer to be adopted is needed.
 
The children are remaining in foster care for several
 
  
 
 
 
years, at, a time. In many eases, the children develop
 
behavioi problems, and are experiencing abusive situations
 
from foster parents who are fostering only for the money
 
that th^y receive for the children. According to the
 
Nationai Foster, Parent Association,.foster families in
 
1993-received anywhere from ^200 to 530 dollars a month for
 
each chrld under 10 years old, plus additional money from 
states ^nd counties (Craig, ■ 1995). The longer the system
i ' . . ■ , - . ■ ■ ■ 
fails tcj find permanent adoptive homes for the kids, the 
■ ■ , i , ' 
more mo.r^ey flows to those fostering. In some states, 
I
 
payments to foster parents caring for 4 kids equals the
 
after-taix income of a 35,000-dollar a year job (Craig,
 
1995). I
 
Studying this problem is important at this point in 
! ■ , , ■ - ■ ' 
time, belcause current statistics show that 60 percent of 
the chiljdren in foster care are children of color. By
 
researching this topic, professionals can explore ways to
 
best meet the children's need of becoming a part of a
 
loving adoptive family, which is necessary for healthy
 
development and growth.
 
"■ ■ ■ i ^ ' . ' ■ ' 
Many of the African American children who are 
, I ,
currently awaiting adoption are,relocated several times 
per year' to multiple foster homes. This causes a lack of 
I ' 
consistency in the lives of these children, causing them 
to possess a mistrust of their environment and attachment
 
difficulties. The lack of consistency also causes the
 
childrein to be developmentally behind other children their
 
age whom have lived consistent lives with their family
 
members. Being behind developmentally can cause self-

esteem issues and childhood depression. Black foster
 
children are moved about as much as other foster children,
 
but the fact that black children remain in foster care on
 
average longer than other children causes them to
 
experience more placements.
 
The children; are often placed with foster families
 
who, are not African American, and who are not like them,
 
and many will be adopted transracially. Transracial
 
adoption is the joining of racially different parents and
 
children together in adoptive families. It has been a
 
source of controversy among adoption professionals and the
 
public for over 20 years. In America, transracial adoption,
 
refers to the placement of children of color with
 
Caucasian adoptive parents.. Many professionals believe
 
that.transracial adoption often inhibits the child's
 
ability to form a positive racial identity because of the
 
absence of an African American role model to demonstrate
 
how to cope with society's racism and discrimination. The.
 
inability to form a positive racial identity can stiffen
 
  
. 1  ' ■  
i d e n t i t ] i j  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  c a u s e  r o l e  c o n f u s i o n ,  a n d  
d e p r e s s i j o n .  
T h i s  p o p u l a t i o n  h e e d s  ' m o r e  b l a c f c  a d o p t i v e  f a m i l i e s  
a n d  f o s t i e r  h o m e s  t o  p r o v i d e  p e r m a n e n t ,  c o n s i s t e n t ,  a n d  
l o v i n g  e n v i r o n m e n t s  f o r  t h e m .  T h e  f a c t  t h a t ' m a n y  o f  t h e  
! "  ,  ■  ■  ■  , .  .  ■  ■  ■ '  .  .  ■  .  
c h i l d r e n  a r e  d e v e l o p m e n t a l l y  b e h i n d  o t h e r  c h i l d r e n  t h e i r  
■ '  ■  .  i ; - /  i '  ' •  .  ' . ■  ■  ■  ■ ■  ■ ' ,  i  ■  ■  ■  ■  •  :  ■  ' ■  ■  
a g e  n e e d s . t o  b e  a d d r e s s e d ,  a n d  t h e r a p y  i s  n e e d e d  f o r  g r i e f  
■  ■  i h - '  .  '  .  "  ■  ' ■ ■ ■  .  ■  ■  ■  ■  '  .  ' ■  ■ ■  ■ "  ■  
a n d  l o s s  i s s u e s ,  a n d  f o r  s i g n s  o f  d e p r e s s i o n .  T h e  
e d u c a t i p n  o f  h a i r  a n d  s k i n  c a r e  n e e d s  t o  b e  p r o v i d e d  f o r  
c a r e t a k d r s  s o  t h a t  c h i l d r e n  c a n  l o o k  n e a t  a n d  c l e a n ,  w h i c h  
c o n t r i b i i t e s  t o  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  o f  a  p o s i t i v e  s e l f - e s t e e m .  
E d u c a t i c i n  a b o u t  c o n d i t i o n s  s u c h  a s  S i c k l e .  C e l l  A n e m i a  
( w h i c h  i s  a  c o n d i t i o n  t h a t  i s  p r e v a l e n t  w i t h i n  A f r i c a n  
A m e r i c a n s )  a l s o  n e e d s  t o  b e  p r o v i d e d  f o r  c a r e t a k e r s  s o  
t h a t  t h e y  c a n :  w a t c h  f o r  a p p r o p r i a t e  s y m p t o m s .  
S e ' \ ; : e r a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s , ,  l i k e  T h e  N a t i o n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  
o f  B l a c k  S o c i a l  W o r k e r s  a n d  T h e  I n s t i t u t e  f o r  B l a c k  
( E a r e n t i n g ,  c o n t i n u e ,  t o  s p e a k  a g a i n s t  t r a n s r a c i a l  a d o p t i o n ,  
a l t h o u g h  t h e y  a l s o  h o l d  t h e  o p i n i o n  t h a t  i t  i s  b e t t e r  t o  
b e  a d o p t e d  t r a n s r a c i a l l y  t h a n  t o  n o t  b e  a d o p t e d  a t  a l l .  
T h e s e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  d o  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  b e l i e v e  t h a t  w h i t e  
f a m i l i e s  c a n n o t  l o v e  o r .  p a r e n t  b l a c k  c h i l d r e n .  T h e i r  
c o n c e r n  i s  o n  t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n , o f  t h e . b l a c k  f a m i l y ,  w h i c h  
h a s  b e e n  u n d e r  a s s a u l t  s i n c e  t h e  s l a v e  t r a d e .  T h e i r  
  
i
 
concern! is also about the identity development of the
 
children involved.
 
Problem Focus
 
Thpre appear to be numerous reasons why black
 
children are waiting longer to be adopted and are
 
remaining in foster care longer than any other racial
 
group. Searches for missing parents, crowded court
 
I ■ ' ■ ­dockets'^ lengthy appeals, high caseloads, adoptive
 
parents^ unwillingness to accept children of certain
 
backgrounds, and adoptive parents' unwillingness to accept
 
children with particular characteristics are all
 
situations that contribute to a cause in the, delay in an
 
! ■■ ■ ' . 
adoptiv^ placement for -any child (.Brooks, Barth, Bussiere,
 
& Patterson, 1999). But the lack of black.social workers
 
to work!as advocates while helping to recruit black
 
families for adoption, and the lack of recruitment efforts
 
to go into black communities for the recruitment of
 
families are- also some of the reasons why specifically;
 
African American children are not getting adopted.
 
Possession of the bias that these children are not
 
adaptable and a negative portrayal of adoption in the
 
media may contribute to the children not getting adopted.
 
Or, maybe the main reason why African American children
 
 I
 
wait loriger to be adopted is because of negative attitudes
 
towards ithe child welfare system in the black community,
 
and thefefore the negative attitudes:towards adoption.
 
Thijs research will.measure the attitudes of African
 
American individuals towards adoption to explore that
 
possibility. The study-will attempt to demonstrate whether
 
or,not .African Americans have an- overall positive view of
 
adoption, - and - would be more interested in adopting if they
 
were educated about these children, .and also about the
 
many services provided for families who adopt children.
 
Informirlg African American individuals about the resources
 
and financial assistance that public agencies give to
 
familiesj who adopt may also create more of an interest in
 
adoptior^ in the black community.
 
Thi's is post-positivist research. The research will
 
utilize a critical theory paradigm while attempting to
 
demonstrate the. following hypothesis: Black people do not
 
have an overall negative attitude towards adoption and the
 
child welfare system,, but are not aware of the- large
 
number of black children awaiting adoption. This non-

awareness is a large reason why black children wait longer
 
_ - . i - . ■ , . , ­
to be adopted.- ' ■ 
Redruitment efforts may need expanding, where
 
agencies focus on reaching.out to communities and
 
organizations, and educating families about this issue in
 
an attempt to recruit families for adoption. The research
 
will utilize an instrument that will be created to measure
 
these factors, and a non-probability convenience sample of
 
adult African Thinerican men and women will be collected.
 
  
CHAPTER TWO
 
REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE
 
The questions remain as to why there are so many
 
black ohildren in foster care, and why they are remaining
 
in the ystem for longer periods of time Why aren't these
 
children getting adopted by African American- families who
 
can open up their hearts, and their homes to them? Perhaps
 
one ans\\fer to these questions lies with the child welfare
 
profess onals who are in charge of finding these African
 
Americai1 children adoptive homes.
 
eport by the National Welfare Center at the
 
. A
 
Univers ty of Michigan indicated that eighty percent of
 
child w Ifare professionals are white and untrained in
 
working with minority families (Williams, 1990). Although
 
there i a rise in minority social workers, the social
 
work po^ulation does not represent the population of the
 
cliente e in America. Studies have indicated that when
 
African Americans are in supervisory positions in_
 
agencie , they are much more likely to place black
 
childre in adoptive homes (Williams, 1990). One reason
n
 
for thi is because they are more likely to actively work
 
as advocates for locating and contacting appropriate
 
extended family.
 
10
 
It is important to acknowledge the fact that the
 
number of black.children in the foster Care system would
 
be much higher if it were not for grandparents, aunts and
 
uncles, cousins and other extended family members. African
 
American grandparents often.play an,active role in the
 
raisrng of their grandchildren during situations of
 
iinemplo^ment, physical or mental disabilities, .
 
homelessness, substance abuse, and adolescent parenting
 
.(Taylor & Thorton,. 1996). In some cases, African American
 
grandparents function as the primary caretaker of their
 
grandchildren and become legal parents by obtaining formal
 
custody. Research tends to ignore the important role of .
 
grandparents as surrogate parents, and in many cases their
 
needs are ignored as a result. .Grandparents need ,services
 
like respite care from,parenting responsibilities, legal
 
advice that addresses issues of guardianship and foster
 
care, financial assistance, etc. Providing more services
 
to grandparents may lead to an increase of black
 
grandparents stepping up to raise their grandchildren,
 
thus leading.to a decrease in the number of black children
 
in American's foster care system (Taylor & Thorton, 1996):.
 
If appropriate extended family is not located child
 
welfare professionals must go out and into the black
 
community to actively recruit black families for adoption.
 
11­
  
 
In most|cases, African American families do not know about
 
the lar(^e number of black children awaiting adoption, and
 
there ai|e families who would be willing to come forward if
 
public agencies recruited more aggressively (Craig, 1995).
 
For exarrpie, in November 1993, Massachusetts increased its
 
recruitment effort with.public-service announcements, an
 
i • ■ ■■ , ■ ■ . . . 
aggressijve media campaign, adoption "open houses", and
 
community based recruitment. These efforts helped increase
 
adoptionis by 47 percent in one year (Craig, 1995).
 
In iorder for child welfare workers to work as
 
■ ! ■ . 
advocatels for these children, they need to go out to black
 
. i ■ . . ■ ■ ■ ' ■ ■ , ■ ■ ■ ■ 
churches! and community gatherings. They need to involve
 
black orjganizations like the National Association of Black
 
i ■ ■ 
Social Workers or the NAACP to get more support for the
 
recruitment of black families for adoption. African
 
American social workers are more likely to go out to black
 
communities to educate families about this issue (Taylor &
 
Thorton, 1996). Workers, also need to educate families
 
about the monthly assistance, medical care for the
 
children, and other services provided for families who
 
adopt.
 
Focusing on family preservation services that help to
 
prevent slack children from being removed from their
 
biological families would also be beneficial. Family
 
12
 
preservation programs need to provide more intensive
 
services to black families where children are at risk of
 
being removed from the home. However, "recent high-quality
 
evaluation research on various family preservation
 
program's have not found them to be particularly effective
 
in substantially reducing the removal of black children"
 
(Lindsey, 1994).
 
In many cases, professional social workers do not
 
have a full understanding of African American history and
 
culture, which often times causes the worker to remove
 
black children from their biological families prematurely.
 
Disciplinary acts such as spanking were acceptable in the
 
black family in the past. This is also a philosophy that
 
was passed down from generation to generation. An African
 
American social worker may be more inclined to understand
 
the philosophies that may have been passed down to today's
 
black family, and therefore may be more inclined to
 
educate the family of newly accepted philosophies instead
 
of being more inclined to remove the children from the
 
home. . , ;
 
In essence,, the field of social work may need more
 
African American social workers in all areas, especially
 
helping with the placement of. adoptive children,
 
reunification,, and with the implementation of family .
 
13:
 
preservation services. All workers also need to be more
 
aware of black history and culture to have a better
 
understanding of the family dynamics.
 
Perhaps the myth that agency professionals believe,
 
the myth that some children are not adoptable, discourages
 
professionals from actively recruiting.and training black
 
families for adoption, and is another.reason why black
 
children wait longer to be adopted. Many agency,
 
professi.onals believe the myth and biased against this
 
population that says that many of the black children who
 
are waiting for families to adopt them are just not
 
adoptable. Research indicates that for the majority of the
 
children who are ready for permanent homes, there are
 
families waiting. Research also indicates that every child
 
is adoptable.
 
Private agencies for years have found families
 
for all types of children. Adopt a .Special Kid,
 
a California-based service, receives more than
 
1,500 inquiries annually from families
 
interested, in adopting children with
 
disabilities. .The National Adoption Center
 
maintains a computerized listing of 650 ,
 
qualified families waiting to embrace older
 
disabled children. Infants, even with the most
 
severely disabled are adopted almost
 
immediately., (Craig, 1995)^
 
Agency professionals should destroy the myth of the
 
unadoptable child. They are advocates for the children,
 
and must continue to think positively, and actively search
 
14
 
 and fine, appropriate families who are willing to adopt the
 
children
 
The.negative portrayal of adoption in the media may
 
also have an effect on the lack of families coming forward
 
to adopt. Several television programs have portrayed
 
adoption as shady and risky. Television programs portray
 
adoption! agencies as being profit-driven (Taylor, 1996).
 
The adoplting families are always white, middle and upper
 
i ■ ' ■ ■ ■ 
class cduples that already have problems within family
 
dynamics, and problems escalate after the adoption of
 
difficult children. Television programs pay little
 
attentioln to the well, being of the children (Craig, 1995).
 
Many adolption agencies do not use the media to their
 
advantage. They can create television commercials that
 
discuss the Issue of the African American children waiting
 
for families to adopt them. Agencies are lacking the
 
creation of these types of commercials, therefore a non-

awareness of this issue continues in communities.
 
Perhaps the reason why African American children wait
 
longer to be adopted, and in many cases, never get adopted
 
because African American families are not interested in
 
adoption, and perhaps black families possess an,overall
 
negative view of adoption. j
 
15
 
There have been a few prganizatiohsv and mechanisms
 
created for the attempt of recruiting , families for the
 
adoption of African American children. Homes for Black.
 
Children was ' created in Detroit in l^'ol) , a. time when 
adoption ■ agencids believed that "'blacks [were not] ■ 
interested in adoption'' (Mandel^ 1990)1 The late 1960s was 
a time where black orphans were being raised as.wards .of 
the state. , Theycwere shuffled from one foster .home to 
another. . Foster care•for. black children was difficult- for 
agencies to find so .workers aimply refused to accept black 
children (Mandel/ 1990). Sidney Duncan is one woman who 
believed that black families were eager to adopt .. In that 
period of time.as president of Home for Black Children, 
she helped find,permanent homes for over eight hundred 
African' American children. "We have, from the very. 
beginn. ng ,, always had black families interested In 
adoption. The system of informal adoption has a long 
histor\ in,the black community. White child welfare. 
workers are not .aware of that says Mrs.■ Duncan (Mandel, 
.1990). This... Organization is successful because it does not
 
"insist that perspectivetparents meet specific income
 
levels, or other.Qrite.ria that tended . to weed blacks out
 
of. the system of adoption. 'They believe that.how much
 
money families have is not as important .as how they live
 
16
 
 their lives. Homes for Black Children is an African
 
American organization.
 
The National Association of Black Social Workers
 
(NABSW) was created to provide advocacy for several
 
societal African American issues and controversies. They
 
play an active part in providing advocacy for black
 
children in foster care. They actively spoke against
 
placing black children in white adoptive homes by calling
 
the act "cultural genocide" (Mabry & Glenn, 1997). Their
 
1972 stance against transracial adoption created and
 
supported agency's' need to place children with families
 
of the game racial and cultural background (Mabry &
 
Glenn).
 
The National Institute for Black Parenting (IBP) was
 
also created in 1976 to assets in finding free-to-be,:
 
adopted iblack children appropriate black adoptive homes.
 
IBP is the first licensed private adoption, foster care,
 
and family preservation agency that have served the
 
African American community in Southern California. Two of
 
IBP's goals are to increase the number of permanent homes
 
for blaclk chi'ldreh> and to elevate the black community's
 
i : • ■ ■ ■ ■ , ■ , 
awareness of the need for black adoptive and foster homes
 
[agency brochure text). Even though the agency's efforts
 
are working, and have helped successfully place thousands
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of black children in adoptive homes, the agency continues
 
to struggle while trying to find enough African American
 
families willing to adopt.
 
The Howard Metzenbaum Multiethnic placement Act was
 
passedjin 1994 in an attempt to recruit families for the
 
adoption of black children. The Multiethnic Placement Act
 
(MEPA) states that "placement should not be denied on the
 
basisOf race, and agencies.should not deny to anyone the
 
opportunity to become an adoptive or foster parent [solely
 
on the basis of race]" (MEPA Text). MEPA allows families
 
of any race and cultural background to adopt the African
 
American children awaiting adoption. It suggests that
 
racial matching policies are the cause in the delay in
 
placing black children in adoptive homes, and is
 
encouraging transracial adoption. Adoption agencies in
 
1967 possessed an opinion that "blacks aren't interested
 
in adoption" (Mandel,. 1990), and society continues to.
 
support that opinion by creating policies like MEPA and
 
allowing transracial adoption to blossom.
 
According to the Adoption and Race Work Group created
 
by the Stuart Foundation, Congress had little, data,and
 
research on, the effects of same race placements, and
 
Congress relied on other types of, evidence while making
 
the decision to approve the passing of MEPA. Other types
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evidence like the media (Brooks, Earth, Bussiure,
 
Patterscjn, 1999). The debate on racial matching adoptions
 
was complicated by news reports of the testimony of a few
 
potential white families who reported their having been
 
denied the opportunity to adopt solely because of race
 
differences (Brooks, Barth, Bussiure, & Patterson, 1999).
 
There is currently an argument for and against
 
transracial adoption between professionals, and others who
 
are concerned about this issue. For example, the National
 
Association of Black Social Workers called•transracial
 
adoption "cultural genocide"/ and other professionals have
 
pointed out several problems and concerns of the concept
 
of transracial adoption (Mabry & Glenn, 1997).
 
Preblems mentioned include: 1) Transracial adoptees
 
may feel unaccepted,by both white and black communities'.
 
2) In a racist society, children need to learn coping
 
skills, and black men and women are the only people who
 
can effectively teach black boys and girls about society's
 
expectat.ions and the racism inherent in them. 3) Children
 
loose contact with the fullness of. their culture of
 
origin. 4) Transracial adoptees may mistakenly feel
 
unwanted by the black community.(Neal & Stumph, 1993).
 
Although these are mentioned as problems, research
 
indicates that there are things Caucasian parents can do
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 to minimize or eiiminate these problems. They, must
 
recognize that they are members . of a mixed race family,
 
and they must/interact on a, positive personal level with
 
many members of the black community and ensure that their
 
children, do so as well. Parents must study issues
 
impacting the African American community, and work to
 
understand the perspectives.of all involved. Members of
 
black communities can develop programs that enhance white
 
parents.' understanding of the need to recognize racism and
 
discrimination (Neal & Stumph, ; 1993).
 
The biggest concern in the issue of transracial
 
adoption is identity development.
 
■ • I ■ ■ 	 • • • ■ . ' ■ ■ ■ - ■ ' ■ . , 
Reservations about transracial adoption voiced, 
by many black practitioners/ social, workers^ 
psychologists/ and other social scientists 
center on concerns about the development of,a. 
positive racial identity among black.children. 
The task of socializing black children involves . 
at least two dimensions. ,In addition to routine , 
socializatidh experiences: and practices^ parents 
also must provide, black children with a set of 
skills and knowledge ,to counter the impact of 
racial prejudi.ce and discrimination .and develop 
a healthy sense of self as a person of color. 
(Taylor & Thorntonp.1996) . 
For black children./ general socialization practices
 
and race .socialization practices' are, interrelated. Race
 
issues become,the context within which black children
 
begin to. understand a range of individual and. group
 
behaviors. They have to,learn how to cope in an
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environment where physical value is based on Caucasian
 
I ' ■ . ■ , ■ 
standards (for example, skin color, hair texture, body
 
physiphe? etc Many African American practitioners
 
believp that African American people who,have not
 
establi|shed a strong racial identity may have a difficult
 
time cojping with prejudice,and discrimination. They may
 
internailize the racism. ■ 
i ■ ■ ■ ' ■ ■ ^ ■ 
The racial socialization of black children is even an
 
enormou|s challenge for black families, and we know little
 
about h'pw white parents of black children may approach the
 
task ofi racial socialization. White parents do not believe
 
that thteir black children will grow up confused, but some
 
studies;have found that blacks raised by whites do feel
 
confused and inferior (Mabry & Glenn, 1997).
 
Other research has opposite.findings:
 
I Rita Simon of American University has conducted
 
1 a 20-year longitudinal study of transracial
 
i adoption. She found that such adoptions cause
 
j none of the problems alleged by the NABSW.
 
1 Rather, black children adopted into white
 
; families typically grow up with a positive since
 
I of their identity and a knowledge of their
 
i history and culture. Simon notes that
 
I transracial adoption,may produce adults with
 
], special- interpersonal talents and Skills at.
 
! bridging cultures. (Craig, 1995)
 
Marly professionals are rightly Concerned about the
 
capability.and ability of white parents to successfully
 
raise black children with a positive identity. White
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adults iisually posses a limited understanding of the
 
dynamics and consequences of race in,American society
 
(Taylor '& Thorton, 1996). Most white ,,parents have never
 
had to dieal with,racism and therefore are often unequipped
 
to help, itheir children understand and deal with it (Neal &
 
Stumph, 1993).
 
Curtently,, sixty-seven percent of all families
 
waiting to adopt are white, and many of these families are
 
willing and eager to take a black child (Smolowe & Cole,
 
1995)., ! '
 
1 A study by the Packard Foundation in California
 
; found white families far more willing than black
 
; families to adopt older and disabled black
 
; children. Surveying Midwestern states, the study
 
j found that forty percent of transracially­
! adopted children are disabled, twenty-three
 
I percent have psychological problems, and thirty­
; three percent have been sexually abused. An
 
: internal questionnaire of the Massachusetts
 
; foster care system asked white parents on
 
; waiting lists whether they would adopt an older
 
por disabled black child, and one-fourth said
 
' yes. (NABSW, 1994)
 
Thesie statistics may be, true, but the reality is that
 
the large- majority of Caucasian families who are looking
 
to adopt children want to adopt Caucasian children. After
 
the creation of Homes for Black Children, the National
 
i , . . ' . ,
 
Association of Black Social Workers, the Institute for
 
Black Parenting, and even after the passing of the
 
Multiethnic Placement Act, African American children
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continue to be the majority in foster care, and continue
 
to wait) longer to be adopted.
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 C H A P T E R  T H R E E 
  
M E T H O D O L O G Y 
  
s t u d y  D e s i g n  ^ 
  
T h e  s p e G x f i c  p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  p r o p o s e d  s t u d y  i s  t o 
  
e v a l u a t e  A f r i c a n  A m e r i c a n s '  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d s  a d o p t i o n .  A r e 
  
n e g a t i v e  a t t i t u d e s  t o w a r d s - a d o p t i o n  i n  A f r i c a n  A m e r i c a n 
  
c o m m u n i t i e s  t h e  r e a s o n ,  w h y  A f r i c a n  A m e r i c a n  c h i l d r e n  a r e 
  
t h e  m a j o r i f y  o f  c h i l d r e n  w a i t i n g  t o  b e  a d o p t e d ,  a n d  a r e 
  
w a i t i n g  l o n g e r  t o  b e  a d o p t e d  c o m p a r e d  w i t h  o t h e r  r a c i a l 
  
g r o u p s ?  O r ,  a r e  A f r i c a n  A m e r i c a n  f a m i l i e s  n o t ,  a w a r e  o f 
  
t h i s ,  i s s u e ,  a n d  w o u l d  t h e y  b e  w i l l i n g  t o  a d o p t  a  c h i l d  i f 
  
a d o p t i o n  a g e n c y  s t a f f  a c t i v e l y  w e n t  i n t o  c o m m u n i t i e s  t o 
  
e d u c a t e  f a m i l i e s  a b o u t  t h e s e  c h i l d r e n ?  A r e  " b l a c k s  : 
  
[ s i m p l y ]  n o t  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a d o p t i o n "  ( M a n d e l ,  1 9 9 0 ) ?  T h e s e , 
  
q u e s t i o n | S :  w e r e  e v a l u a t e d  , , i n  t h i s  r e s e a r c h . 
  
' R e a s o n s  a s  t o  w h y :  A f r i c a n  A m e r i c a n . c h i l d r e n  w a i t  , 
  
l o n g e r ,  t o  b e  a d , o p t e d ' a r e  i n d i r e c t l y ,  e x p l o r e d  i n  t h i s 
  
r e s e a r c h .  R e a s o n s  a s  t o  w h y  m o r e  A f r i c a n  7 \ m e r i c a n  f a m i l i e s 
  
a r e  n o t  a d o p t i n g  t h e  c h i l d r e n  a r e  a l s o  r e s e a r c h e d .  T h e 
  
h y p o t h e s i s  i s ;  b l a c k  p e o p l e  d o  n o t  h a v e  a n  o v e r a l l 
  
n e g a t i v e :  o p i n i o n  o f  a d o p t i o n ,  a n d  o f  t h e  c h i l d  w e l f a r e 
  
s y s t e m ,  b u t  j u s t  a r e  n o t  a w a r e  o f  t h e  l a r g e  n u m b e r  o f  ,  , 
  
b l a c k  c h i l d r e n  w a i t i n g  f o r  , f a m i l i e s  t o  a d o p t  t h e m .  T h i s 
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non-awaijeness is a huge reason why black, kids are waiting 
longer to be adopted. 
The researcher holds the opinion that adoption 
agencied should focus more on culturally sound recruitment 
■ ■ i ^ . ■ . i ■ , ■ ■ • 
efforts,! and efforts to educate black communities about
 
this issue. ' '
 
This research attempts to measure African Americans'
 
attitude of and interest in adoption. It attempts to
 
demonstrate that African Americans are not aware of the
 
large number of African American children awaiting
 
adoptiori, and attempts to demonstrate that upon
 
accumulated information given, African Americans would
 
i ' ■ • 
definitely be more willing to adopt.
 
The research method consists of gathering 30 total
 
i " ■ ■ . ■ ■ ■ ■ 
African. American adults, and holding two educational
 
I ' ''
 
groups that consists of 15 group members in each group.
 
Group members were given a pretest, and then participated ,
 
in an ajiproximately one-hour educational group session.
 
Group members were then given a posttest. The groups were
 
held in a cozy home setting. The researcher facilitated ,
 
both of'the groups, and group topics focused on the
 
' I ■ . ■ ' ■ ■ ■ ■ , 
following:. . 
• ' Discussions of statistical data on the number of
 
I
 black children in foster caret snd the, number of
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black children who are free for adoption, hence
 
Increasing, participant's .awareness of this
 
social problem.
 
Characteristics of the chi.idren free for
 
adoption (for, example, age, gender, reasons why
 
they are in the child welfare system, 
i ' ■ ■ ■ ■ ' ■ ^ ' ■■ ■ ■ ■■ ' ■ ■ h 
i deveiopmentai history,.physical history, how the 
juveniie.; system works and where the children are
 
in the process).
 
The internal effects of long term foster care
 
(for example, attachment issues, deveiopmentai
 
issues, self-esteem issues, emotional issues,
 
feeling unloved and unwanted, and more).
 
The resources and..services provided for families
 
who adopt children.
 
Displaying pictures gathered from the Internet
 
of African. American children awaiting adoption
 
from various counties'. ■ ■ 
Positiye outlooks towards ,the future,.
 
The. purpose of.this research design is to demonstrate
 
that African. Americaniindividuals .will be more willing to
 
adopt children if they are more educated about this issue.
 
' " ' i ■ ■ i . ' ■ '' . ■■ ■ ■ . . . ' ■ , 
The results of the pretests were compared with.the results 
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■ ■ ! ' . " , 
of the p^osttests to evaluate any changes ■ in the answers to 
the adopltion questions. . 
After this process, the researcher will discover 1)
 
African kmericans' attitude towards adoption, 2) If they.
 
are more' willing to adopt,after they are educated and
 
enlightened about this issue. Group members will represent
 
the larger African American population.
 
i sampling
 
Thiis is quantitative research, which is guided by a
 
critica]| theory paradigm. The researcher admits that she.
 
is taking a particular position on a controversial issue,
 
but the Iresearch itself will be done as objectively as
 
possible.
 
i
 
A rioh-probability convenience sample was utilized. To
 
recruitjmembers for participation, the researcher went to
 
severaljpublic facilities (such as beauty and barber
 
shops, the mall, colleges, churches, etc.) to recruit 30
 
. ■ ■ 1 ■ ■ , . ■ . . . . . 
adult African Americans in Southern California's Inland
 
Empire grea (San Bernardino and Riverside counties).
 
Data Collection and Instruments
 
The demographic variables studied are age, gender,
 
religious denomination, education level, marital status,
 
and income. These variables were compared to answers to
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adoption questions to evaluate any correlation between
 
charactexs. For example, a lower income level may have an
 
affect on the interest in and consideration of adoption.
 
An instrument was.created that is appropriate to the
 
subject studied. This instrument is in survey format, and
 
contains a mixture of open and closed-ended questions. The
 
instrument also contains a Likert scale. An instrument was
 
created for this study because current research is lacking
 
instrumentation that addresses this specific issue.
 
In the instrument created,, the researcher is simply
 
asking individual opinibns on adoption, and is capturing
 
specific attitudes towards adoption. The instrument is
 
also inquiring whether or not anyone from an adoption
 
agency has ever openly discussed this issue with any group
 
members in, an attempt to recruit families for adoption,
 
Procedure
 
The instrument created was given as a pretest before
 
the group process, and,as a posttest after, the group. - ;
 
process,: to compare overall results, and to evaluate
 
■changes 	 and non-changes. The data was gathered by ^ 
analyzing the information on the,pre andposttests. The 
resear|cher collected: and analyzed the data. 
The research procedure is as followed: 
28 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I ■ • ■ ■ ■• ■ 
1) I Recruited and gathered 30 total adult members 
i 
i 
for group participation In two 
■ ■ ■ ' ' 
separate groups. 
■ • 
2) 
' !
I 
■ ■
Welcoming, refreshments, 
. . ■
and pretest. 
■ ■ ■ ■ 
3) i Group educational process and discussion. 
4) ' Additional In-group questions and comments. 
5) ! 
! 
Post test and good-byes. 
■ , ■ ■ ■ ■ . ■ ■ 
6) i Researcher then analyzed the Information given 
j from both pre and posttests. 
I Protection of Human Subjects 
The! names of group participants were not revealed In 
this study. The researcher did know the names of group 
participants, but confidentiality was kept because the 
r ■ ■ , ■ ■ . ■ ■ . 
Instrument used did not require that participants revealed 
the names of any of the Individuals filling out the 
I ■ ■ ■■ 
survey.. Therefore, the researcher did hot even know who 
answered I which survey. This study Is focusing.on overall 
attitudes towards adoption, and overall changes or non-
changes within pre and posttests. 
This research did not,focus on specific changes or 
I , . . 
non-chanqes within Individual:group members. Names of 
group participants were not revealed, but only demographic 
• ■ i ■ ■ ■ • • . . . 
charactefIstlcs such as age, gender, socioeconomic status, 
religious denomination, educational level, and marital 
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 status. This research will compare these characteristics
 
with answers to adoption questions as well as comparing
 
■ i 
overall results of the pre tests and the posttests. 
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CHAPTER FOUR
 
DATA ANALYSIS/RESULTS
 
This is a quantitative study, which focuses on
 
various statistical measurements to analyze the
 
information collected. The analysis includes,a univariate
 
to display frequency distributions, which is used, to
 
organize the data based on the demographic characteristics
 
of the individuals participating in this study. The mean
 
score and ^ standard deviation is also used to determine the
 
mean age and income of group members. The independent
 
variables identify demographic characteristics of the
 
individuals participating in this study, and the dependent
 
variables identify their attitudes towards adoption.
 
One hundred percent of group members were African
 
American. Members were between the ages of 20 and 53,
 
which are the.adnlt ,ages that agencies allow for adoption,
 
One hundred percent of the group members who were married
 
were married to same race partners. Group members
 
possessed a variety of educational levels ranging from
 
less than high school to possessing,a Doctorate's degree
 
or.more. Members also had various household incomes,
 
ranging from 10,000 dollars per year or lower to 50,000
 
dollars per year or higher. All group members possessed
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 average; mental and physxcal health. Their involvement in
 
this study is' going to represent t'he. involvement of the
 
larger Kfrican American' population.
 
Tn'l this study,involving 30 total African American
 
participants, 56.7 percent were male, and 43.3 percent
 
weri female. The ages ,of the participants.vary from age 20
 
■ to: age p3. The mean age of participants,is 31.63. Twenty-
nine' point nine percent of the participants were' between ; 
the ageS of 20 and 25, 29.9 percent were between,the ages 
of 26 and 30, 23.2 percent were ages 32 to 40, and 16.5 
percentjwere between the ages of 43 and 53.
 
Injthe category of religious denomination, 23.3
 
percent:thought of themselves as none, 23.3 percent
 
thoughtiOf themselves as Catholic, 23.3 percent thought of
 
themselves as Baptisty 23.3 percent thought, of themselves
 
as Christian, 3.3^ percent said Seventh Day Adventist, and
 
3.3 percent said Black Panthers of America. The question 
. ■ ■ ■ ' ■ ■ i ■";' ■ ■ , '■ 7 ' 
on marital status revealed that 46.7 percent of 
participants were single and never married, 13.3, percent 
were diporced and currently single,: and 4 0 . percent, of 
participants were currently married. Out of those who are 
currently married, 13.3 percent were married 1 to 3 years, 
16.6 percent were married 10. to 15 years, 1 person was 
3:2 
married for 22 years, and two people were married for 31
 
years
 
Ten percent of this population had high school or
 
less than high school, 40 percent had high school and some
 
college, 36.7 percent had a Bachelors degree
 
[approximately four years of college, 10 percent received
 
their Master's degree (approximately six years of
 
college), and 3.3 percent had a PHD or more. Household
 
income revealed that 3.3 percent of participants had a
 
househo d income of $10,000 a year or lower, 26.7 percent
 
had a household income of $10,001- $30,000 a year, 30
 
percent had a household income of $30,001-50,000 a year,
 
and 40 percent had a household income of $50,001 a year or
 
more. Forty percent of participants do not have any
 
children, 43.3 percent have 1 to 3 dependent children, and
 
16.7 percent have 4 to 6 dependent children. One hundred
 
percent of group participants have never in their lifetime
 
adopted a child.
 
Participants were asked, "Have you ever in your
 
lifetime considered adopting a child, and 53.3 percent of
 
participants answered no, 46.7 percent answered .yes. Out
 
of those who have considered adoption, 10 percent said
 
that low income is what prevented them from adopting, 6.6
 
percent said it was- their busy schedule that prevented
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them from adopting, 3.3 percent said it was the fact that
 
they already have a large number of children of their own,
 
10 percent said it was the fact that they were single, 10
 
percent said that they did not know how to adopt, and 6.7
 
percent said that they were afraid of the responsibility.
 
Eighty three point three percent of participants felt that
 
lack of money was not an issue for them,; and did not
 
affect their decision not- to adopt.
 
Participants were also asked, "Has anyone ever
 
appeared at your school, job, etc... to talk about the
 
many children who are up for adoption?"- - Ninety percent of
 
group participants answered no, and only 10 percent
 
answered yes. This may indicate a lack of recruitment
 
efforts by adoption agencies. Out of those who answered
 
yes, 6.7 percent said that that appearance made them more
 
interes":ed in adoption, and 3.3 percent said that that
 
appearance did not make them more: interested in^adoption.
 
A comparison between pre and posttests was done to
 
assess any changes in answers to adpption questions after
 
the group process. Frequency distributions were used to
 
compare the measurements taken from the two sets of
 
educational groups.'When comparing the; answers to the
 
pretest which participants filled out prior to the group
 
process with answers to the posttests. filled out after
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the educjational group process and discussion, differences
 
are discjovered.
 
' i
 
Statement one reads, "Everyone should want to adopt a
 
i ■ 
I . .
 
child". [In the pretest, 16.7 percent responded strongly
 
disagree', 36.7 percent responded disagree, 26.7 percent
 
chose uridecided, and 10 percent chose agree as their
 
answer, jin the posttest, the answer of strongly disagree
 
decreased to only 3.3 percent, disagree also decreased to
 
30 percent, agree increased to 23.3 percent, and the
 
answer of strongly agree remained the same at 10 percent 
i ■ . 
(see Tatlle 1) .■ 
Table 1.! 
Adoption Survey Question #1 (Attitude Section) 
Everyonp should want to adopt a child. 
j , • ' . 
i Pretest Posttest 
o, o,F 'o F o 
Strongly disagree 5 16.7 1 3.3 
Disagree 11 36.7 9 30.0 
Undecided 8 26.7 10 33.3 
Agree 3 10.0 7 23 . 3 
3 . 10 . 0 3 10.0Strongl^
i
agree 
Total , i 30 100.0 30 100 . 0 
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statement two reads, "Every /African American family 
should adopt a child".. There is a definite change in 
answers when comparing the pretest of this.statement with 
the posttest. In regards to this . statement/, 13.3 percent 
of participants ■ chose strongly disagree in the pretest, 30, 
percent chose disagree,,33.3 percent were undecided, 15.7 
percept chose agree, and,only 6.7 percent said strongly 
agree. Ih the posttests, Ptrongly disagree decreased to 
only 6.7 percent, disagree also decreased to 26.7 percent, 
undecided decreased to. 20 percent,, agree increased to 23.3 
percent, and strongly agree also,increased to 23.3 percent 
(see Tatie 2), / ^ ■ 
Table, 2.
 
Adoption Survey/.Question #2 (Attitude Section)
 
Every African.American family should adopt a child.
 
Pretest : . , Pdsttest
 
Strongly disagree 4 . 13.3 ./ .;6.7 
Dis.agre^ 9 /,30.o: ■/■ 2-6.7 
Undecid io, 3-3:. 3­ 6, . 2 0 . 0 
Agree 5 ,16.7;: ly 23.3 
Strongly agree 2/ 6.1:: ■ 7 , -23.3 
Total 30,. iOo.o­ 30 100.0 
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Statement three reads, "Adopting helps individuals
 
mature". In the pretest, 10 percent said strongly
 
disagree, 26.7. percent chose disagree, 20 percent said
 
undecided, 33.3 percent said agree, and 10 percent said
 
strongly agree. In the posttests in regards to statement
 
three, , no one chose strongly disagree as their answer, and
 
disagree decreased to 16.7 percent. Undecided also,
 
decreesed to 26.7 percent, agree increased to 43.;3
 
percent, and.strongly agree also increased to 13.3 percent
 
(see Table 3).
 
Table 3
 
Adoption Survey Question #3 (Attitude Section)
 
Adopting helps individuals mature.
 
Pretest Post.test
 
Strongl;y disagree 10.0; 0 0 
Disagre 26.7 5 16.7 
Undecided 6 20.0 8 26.7 
Agree 'lO: 33.3 13 ,43.3 
Strongly agree ;3^^' 10.0 4 13.3 
Total 30 100.0 30 100.0 
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Stiatement four reads, "The children awaiting adoption
 
have tojo many behavior problems and are crazy". In the
 
pretestis, 36.6 percent said strongly disagree,,40 percent
 
said disagree, 10 percent were: undecided, 10 percent said
 
agree, and 3.3 percent said strongly agree. In the
 
. j ■ ' , ■ - ■ 
posttesjts, no one chose the answers . of agree or strongly 
agree, jand 63.3 percent said strongly disagree, 30 percent 
said dijsagree, and 6.7 percent chose ■undecided (see Table 
4) . It lappears, that this negative; statement was apposed 
more stjrongly in the posttests when compared to the 
pretestis. 
Table 
Adoptic^n Survey Question #4 (Attitude Section) 
■ ■ I ■ . • • 
The chilldren awaiting adoption have too many behavior 
■ ■ j . ' ■ " 
problems and are crazy. 
i ■ ' ' ' ' ' 
1 , . Pretest Posttest 
Strongly disagree .11 36.7 19 63 . 3 
i 
Disagree 12 ,40 . 0 9 30 . 0 
Undecicled 3 ,10.. 0 ' 2.' 6.7 
Agree 3 10. 0 0 0 
Strongly agree 1 3.3. 0 0 
Total 30 100. 0 . 30 100.0 
  
statement five reads, "The children in foster care
 
are badjseeds". In the pretests, 50 percent chose strongly
 
disagre^, 20 percent chose disagree, 20 percent chose
 
undecided, 6.7 percent said agree, and 3.3 percent chose
 
strongly agree. In the posttests, strongly disagree
 
increased to 66.7 percent, disagree increased to 30
 
percent,! and undecided decreased to 3.3 percent (see Table
 
5). No one chose the answers of agree or strongly agree.
 
Table 5( ■
 
Adoption Survey Question #5 (Attitude Section)
 
The children in foster care are "bad seeds."
 
Pretest Posttest
 
F 
o
F 
g,
 
o o
 
Strongly disagree 15 50.0 20 66.0 .
 
Disagree 6 20.0 9 30,0
 
Undecided 6 20.0 1 , 3.:3
 
Agree j 2 6.7 .0 
. 0
 
i
 
Strongly agree 1 3.3 0 0
 
Total 30' 100.0 30 100.0
 
Statement six reads, "I am afraid to adopt because
 
the biological parents may come back and take the child 
i' ■ . ' ■ 7 " ■ ' ' ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ 
away from me". In the pretests in regards to this 
. ■ i ■ ■ . ^ ■ 
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statement, 30 percent said■strongly disagree, 43.3 percent 
said disagree, 16.7 percent said undecided, and 10 percent 
chose she answers of agree and strongly agree. In the , 
posttests, strongly disagree doubled, to 60 percent, 
disagree decreased to . 23.3:percent and 16.7 percent chose 
undecided. No one chose the answers of agree or. strongly 
agree (see Table. 6) \ 
Table 6. ' 
Adoptipn Survey Question #6 (Attitude Section)' 
I Am Afraid to Adopt Because The Biological Parents May 
Come Back And Take The Child Away .From Me . , 
Pretest. : Postte.st 
o, o 
O oF ; F. • ■ 
Strcngly disagree ' 9 . : . 3 .0 . 0 18 60.0
 
i
 
Disagree . ' 13 - . : i;43 . 3 : 27 23.3 
[ ■ . ' ■ ■■ : 
I 
Undecided 5. . ' ■ 116.7 . . 5. :..16.7 
Agree ■ 1 ■ ; .3.3 ■0 0 
Strongly agree '2;. . ■ 6.7 : 0. 0 
Total ■ 30 ■ ' 100.0 ■ ■ 3 0 100 .0 
Statement seven reads, "My; ho.usehold Income is too 
low to adopt a child" .. I.n the pretests, 4.3.3 percent chose 
strongly disagree or disagree, 6.7 percent chose 
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undeciciied, and 50 percent chose agree or strongly agree,
 
but in;the posttests, strongly disagree or disagree
 
increaked to 56.7 percent, undecided increased to 16.7
 
percenj:, and agree or strongly agree significantly
 
decreased to 26.7 percent (see Table 7).
 
Table k•
 
Adoption Survey Question #7 .(Attitude Section)
 
My Houkehold Income is too Low to Adopt a Child
 
Pretest Posttest
 
i • ■ g, g, 
o , -O
F F .
 
Strongly disagree 16.7 8 26.7

' 5; ■ 
■ 8 26.7 9 30.0Disagree
 
6.7. 5 : : 116.71
Undecided 2 ' ■ 
■ i . 
Agree 10 33.3 6 20.0 
2 6.7
Strongly agree , 5 ■ 16.7 
Total . 30 100.0 30 100.0
 
Statement eight reads, "The children in foster care
 
have too many behavior problems to be adoptable". In the
 
pretests, 26.7 percent chose strongly disagree,. 40 percent
 
chose idisagree, and 2.6.7 percent chose undecided, and 6.9
 
percent chose agree or strongly agree. In the posttests,
 
I • ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■■ ■ ■ 
strongly disagree increased significantly to 66.7 percent. 
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disagre^ decreased to 30 percent, and only 3.3 percent
 
chose undecided (see Table 8). No one chose the.answers of
 
agree or strongly agree in the posttests.
 
Table 81
 
Adoptioh Survey Question #8 (Attitude Section)
 
The Children in Foster Care Have Too Many Behavior
 
Problems to be Adoptable
 
■	 Pretest Posttest 
■ I o,	 o,

■ F : . o F 
"O
 
,
 
strongly disagree 8 26.7 20 66.7
 
■	 ; 1 . ■ o
 
o
Disagred 12 . 9 30.0 
Undecided . 8 26.7 1 , 3.3 
Agree i . 1 3.3 .0 0 
Strongly agree 1. .. 3.3 0 ■ 0 
Total . 30 100.0 30 100.0 
Statement nine reads, "you have to own a house in
 
order td adopt a child". Seventy percent of participants
 
. i ■ ■ , ■ 	 ■ ■ , 
chose strongly.disagree or disagree.in,the .pretests, 10 
percent chose undecided/ and 20, percent chose agree or , ■ 
strongly agree. In the posttests, '93.3 percent of 
participants chose strongly disagree or disagree, and 6.7
 
percent! chose undecided (see Table 9). No one chose the
 
answers; of agree or strongly agree.
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St|atexnent ten reads, "The children in foster care
 
grow up| to be criminals". In the pretests, 90 percent of
 
particiipants chose strongly, disagree or disagree, 3.3
 
percent chose undecided, and 6.6 percent chose the answers
 
of agree or strongly agree^ but 90 percent of this
 
i ' . ■ 
population chose strongly disagree in the posttests, and
 
10 perdent chose disagree (see Table 10). This is a huge
 
change!in answers when comparing pre and posttests.
 
Table t
 
' . ■ i . ' ' . ' ■ . 
Adoption Survey Question #9 (Attitude Section)
 
You have to own a house in order to adopt a child.
 
i Pretest Posttest
 
o,' o,
 
o
F F p
 
Strongly disagree 11 36.7 21 70.0
 
Disagree 10 33.3 7 23.3 
! ■■ ■ ■ ' 
Undecided 3 10.0 2 6.7 
I
 
Agree ! 5 16.7 0 0 
Strongly agree ■ 1' 3.3 0 0 
Total 30 100.0 . 30 100.0 
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 Table 10.
 
j. ■ . , . ■ 
Adoption Survey Question #10 (Attitude Section) 
Children in foster care grow up to be criminals.
 
Pretest Posttest
 
Strongly disagree 11 36.7 27 90.0
 
Disagree 16. 53.3 3 10.0
 
I
 
Undecided ,1 3.3 0 0
 
Agree 1 3.3 ■ 0 0 
Strongly agree 1 3.3 0 0
 
Total 30 100.0 30 100.0
 
Stiatement eleven reads, "adopting a child requires
 
special skills which I do not have", and in the pretests
 
in regards to this statement, 63.4 percent chose strongly
 
disagree or disagree, 20 percent chose undecided, and 16.6
 
i ■ ■ ' • " ■ ■ ■ 
percent chose agree or strongly agree. In the posttests in
 
regards to this statement, strongly disagree or disagree
 
increased to 80 percent, and undecided remained at 20
 
percent (see Table 11). No one chose the answers of agree
 
or strongly agree.
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Table 11. o
 
o
 
uc
Adoption Survey Question #11 (Attitude Section) 
Adopting a child requires special skills, which I do not 
have. ■ ' 
Pretest Posttest
 
Strongl]/ disagree 
I ■ • ■ ' 
Disagree 
11 
8 . 
36.7 
26.1 
17 
7 
56.7 
23.3 
Undecided 
i 
! 
Agree | 
6 
4 
20.0 
13.3, 
6 
0 0 
Strongly agree 
■ ■■ ■ j 
1 3.3 0 0 
Total i 30 100.0 30 100.0 
Statement twelve reads, "the children in foster care
 
i . . ■ 
have to© many emotional problems", and in the pretests, 
i , - ■ 
56.7 peicent said strongly disagree or disagree^ 3.3
 
percent chose undecided, and 10 percent chose agree or
 
strongly agree. In the posttests in regards to this
 
statement, 86.7 percent chose strongly disagree,or
 
disagree, and 13.3 percent chose undecided (see Table 12).
 
  
 
 
 
Table 12.
 
, j ■ , , . . ■ ■ 
Adoption Survey Question #12 (Attitude Section) 
Children in foster care have too many emotional problems
 
. Pretest Posttest
 
o, g,
 
o 0
F F
 
Strongl]^ disagree 11 ■36,, 7 15 50 ,, 0 
i . ■ ' ' 
Disagred 6 20.. 0 11 36., 7 
Undecided 10 33 ,  3 4 13..3 
Agree | . 2 6,,7 0 0 
i ' ■ ­
strongly agree 1 3,,3 0 0 
Total i 30 100,, 0 30 100., 0 
Statement thirteen reads, "Adoptive children need two 
parent fjamilies", and in the pretests, 53.3 percent of 
participants chose strongly disagree of disagree, 13.3 
percent phose undecided, 33.3 percent said agree or 
strongly! agree. In the posttests in regards to this 
statement, strongly disagree or disagree increased to 
73.3, 20ipercent chose undecided, and 6.7 percent said 
• ■ . ■ i
 
agree (see Table 13) .
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Table 1^.
 
Adoption Survey Question #13 (Attitude Section;
 
Adoptive children need two parent families.
 
Pretest Posttest
 
1
 0, o,
 
o o
F F
 
Strongly disagree 10 33.3 12 40.0
 
Disagree 6 20.0 10 33.3
 
Undeciddd , ■ 4 ■ 13.3 6 ,20.0 
Agree ! 2 6.7
: ■ 9 ' 30.0 
strongly agree 1 3.3 0 0
 
Total 30 100.0 30 100.0
 
Statement fourteen reads, "The child welfare system
 
is unorganized and chaotic, and the children suffer as a
 
result o;f being in the system too iong". Thirty-three
 
point thjree percent said strongly disagree or, undecided in
 
the pretjests, and 66.7 percent said agree or strongly
 
agree, s|o it appears that participants do have the opinion
 
that the children in foster care are at a disadvantage for
 
being in the system too long (see Table 14). In the
 
posttests, strongly disagree or disagree decreased to only
 
16.7 percent, undecided increased to 10 percent, and agree
 
or strongly agree increased to 73.3 percent, so it appears
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that - their- awareness of'this issue - increased-rafter'^
't
 
.group process. ' - - y,- ^ ^ yy- - -
' ■ 
■Table 141, . y - yy- , ''y- y ,'■ y. . - ■ "■' ' ' ' 1 ly-
AdoptiiDn Survey Question #14 (Attitude ysectionl- ­
The chllld welfare system is 'unorganized and chaotic, andyy. 
the children suffer as a result of' being in .they system too 
long •' ■ - ,ty ( -;­
' Pretest - . ' : --- 'To.s^^^ 
■ - - - ' -Oj 
. OF. . - • 9- IV y 'F .y)--o ■ ■ • " - - V v 0 
Strongly disagree '0 . : ■ , :0' " '2,11:: 6 . 7- -­
- Ill 1. ' 3' ..3 . . - v '-^"3■ - - :3 ^ 
9 . - ■ ■Undecided f'3 3:00 0 ':. - 10.0.A"' -' ' '3'3-1
 
Agree- ; ■ : - ■ 15 ; :" 150.0; :: ■ 181 ■ ' iebi
 
Str;ongily agree ,- - 5 -f ,1 . : 16.-7 . - - -4, v.i 1'- ' i3:v3
 
Total 30" ' : lOOvO-l' ' - -301 ' ' ■ -100 . 0 
■ sltatemeht. fifteen reads, "Kids with lighter skih are 
more, adoptable tha.n- kids' with d'arker" skint , Strongly . 
disagree" or ' disagree is at . - .43 . 3, ' percent in the pretests, 
13. 3 percent chose undecided,: -and 43 . 3 - .peirceht . c 
or strongly agree. In the po.sttests, strohgly disagree or , 
disagree.increased to - 70 percent, .undecided remained at 
13.3 piercent, and agree yor; 'strongly a;gree decreased to
 
only. 116.7 percent (see Table 15), :
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Table 15.
 
Adoption Survey Question #15 (Attitude Section)
 
Kids wi1ih lighter skin are more adoptable than kids with
 
darker skin,
 
I , . . ■ ■ 
! Pretest Posttest 
Strongl]^ disagree 7 23.3 14 46.7
 
I
 
Disagree 6 20.0 7 23.3
 
Undecided ■ 4 ' 13.3 4 13.3 
Agree 10 . 33.3 3
 
Strongly agree 3 10.0 2 6.7
 
Total 30 100.0 30 100.0
 
Statement sixteen reads, "There are plenty of
 
families -to adopt African American children, therefore, I
 
am not reeded to adopt". In the pretests, 46.7 percent

o
 
said strongly disagree, 23.3 percent said disagree, 16.7o
 
percent said undecided, and ,13.3 percent said agree or
 
strongly agree, so there appears to be an awareness of the
 
fact thdt black families are. needed for the adoption of
 
■ ■ i ■ ■ ■ ■ ' ■ , . ' ' 
children. In the posttests, 73.3 percent said strongly
 
disagrej, 20 percent said disagree, and 6.7 percent chose
 
undecided (see Table 16). The awareness of this issue
 
appeared to increase after the group process.
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Table 1^.
 
Adoption Survey Question #16 (Attitude Section)
 
i ^ ■ ' 
There are plenty of families to adopt black children
 
therefolce, I am not needed to adopt.
 
i . • . ■ ■ ' , ■ 
i Pretest Posttest 
Q, o,
 
o
o
F F
 
Strongly disagree 14 46.7 22 73.3
 
Disagreb 7 23.3. 6 20.0
 
Undecided 5 16.7 - 2 6.7
 
Agree 3 10.0. 0 0
 
Strongly agree 1 3.3; 0 0
 
Total 30 100.0 .30 100.0
 
S.tjatement seventeen reads, "Financial resources are 
i ■ • ■ . ' 
not available to families who adopt children". In the 
pretests, 60 percent said strongly disagree or disagree in 
regards! to this statement, 26.7 percent said undecided, 
and,13.4 percent said agree.or strongly agree,, but in the 
posttests, strongly disagree or disagree increased to 90 
percent!, 6.7 percent said undecided, and 3.3 percent said 
i' ■ , . ■ • ■ ■ ■ ' ■ ■ ■ ■ 
agree (jsee Table 17). It appears that participants did
 
possess an awareness that financial assistance is. provided
 
for faitlilies who adopt children, but their awareness
 
increased after the group process.. , =
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Table 17.
 
Adoptioh Survey Question #17 (Attitude Section)
 
Financial resources are not available to families who 
i ■ 
adopt children.
 
Pretest Posttest 
i 
i ■ . - ■ . ■ F O, o ■ r-i r 9­r 
Strongly disagree 12.^ 40.0 21 70.0
 
Disagreg 6 20.0 6 20.0
 
Undecided 8 26.7 2 6.7
 
Agree j 2 6.7 1 3.3
 
1
 
Strongly agree 2 6.7 0 0
 
Total 30 100.0 . 30 100.0
 
statement eighteen reads, "I would make an excellent
 
parent tor an adoptive child," and in the pretests, 6.6
 
I . ■■ ■ ' 
percent;chose strongly disagree or disagree, 20 percent 
I . , ' . ■ ■ 
chose uhdecided, and 73.3 percent chose agree or strongly 
agree, in the posttests, 3.3 percent chose strongly 
disagree, 20 percent chose undecided, 30 percent chose 
agree, and 46.7 percent chose strongly agree (see Table 
18). It appears from the, results to this statement that
 
participants possessed positive views of their own ability
j ,, , ■ ■ . . ■ 
to pareiit an adoptive child. 
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Table'lS. . . ■ v ' . ■ 
Adoption Survey Question. #18■ (Attitude Section) 
I would make an excellent pa.rent' for an adoptive child.. . 
Pretest : ■ ■ Posttest: . 
■ ■ ■ ' ' 9- ■ 9­
O 0, ... ■r . " ^ 
Stronglif disagree .1 3.3 ;^ . .. 1 3.3 ' 
Disagreea , . ( , • . ; 1. ( ( ^ '' ( - ■ 3.3 '. . 0 ' 0 
Undecided. ■ ' 6 2 0.:Or . (20.0 
Agree : 15i ' r (^(^5bV0' ■ ■ (( ' ; 9. ' 30. 0' : 
Strongly! agree - . 7 :■ ( : ' (23.5:: r 1,4 ■ ( 46.7: 
Total 30 lOO.O. ■ 30,. ( . ,. 10.0 .0 
Question .fifteen : feadsQ i"(Arei you; dware^ that public 
agencies now provide fiHauCial.. assistance to families who , 
adopt: ci^ildren?" Forty three.(point three , percent, answered 
yes, and .56(7 .percdh no in the (pretests/ b.ut 100 
percent of' group.participants(answered.no in the posttests 
(see Table 19) .. . ■ 
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Table 19.
 
Adoption Survey Question #15 (Demographics Section)
 
Are you| aware that public agencies now provide financial
 
assistance to families who adopt children? 
' i • ; ■ . . ■ . ' ■ ■ ■ 
I Pretest Posttest 
1 o, o.
 
o o
F F
 
1 '
 
Yes 1 . 13 , 43.3 30 100.0
 
No 17 56.7 0 0
 
Total I . 30 100.0 30 100.0
 
Pa|rticipants were then asked if they were aware of
 
the cufrent statistical data on the number of children in
 
foster care, and the number of children who are waiting to
 
be adopjted. In the pretests, 23.3 percent said yes, and
 
76.7 pdrcent said no, that leads me to conclude that there
 
is a igck of awareness that there are a large number of
 
I . ■ , ■ ■ ■■ 
black qhiidren in the system. In the posttests, 1.00
 
percenti of participants were aware of this statistical
 
i ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ 
data alter the group process (see Table 20). 
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Table 20.
 
j ■ ■ ■ - ' ■ 
Adoptioifi Survey Question #16 (Demographics Section)
 
■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ' 
Gurrently about 100,000 children are awaiting adoption,
 
the majority of these children are black children. Are you
 
aware of statistics like these?
 
! Pretest Posttest
 
Q.
 
0 "O
F S- ,F
 
■ ■ ■ ■ , 
. 1
 
Yes- |- , 7 23.3 30 100.0
 
, ,
 
NO M 2,3, 76.7 0 0
 
Total ! , - 30 100.0 30 100.0
 
Ninety-three point three of participants said that
 
they arb more interested in adoption after given this
 
informa|tion and more (see Table 21), and the statement of,
 
"briefly describe your overall attitude towards adoption,"
 
concludbs that 16.7 percent, of participants have an
 
overall positive view of adoption,, 10 percent have a
 
neutral! view,. 36.7 percent said that their view is more
 
positive after the educational group, and 30 percent said
 
that they would actively look into adopting a child
 
because of the group process (see Table 22).
 
Itl appears that positive attitudes o.f adoption
 
already existed, but, the educational group promoted a more
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
positive view^ and actually gained more interests, and
 
i
 
willingriiess to adopt children.
 
I ' • '
 
Table 2i.
 
!	 ■ ■ ■ ■ . . ■ 
Adoptioft Survey Question #17 (Demographics Section)
 
Given this information and more, would you. and are' you. 
1 ■ ■ ■ 
more willing to adopt a child?
 
.
 Pretest	 Posttest
 
■ 
i
 
g,
11	 F o F %
 
Yes 	 ! 24 80.0 28 93.3 
i ■ ■ 
No 	 i 6 20.0 2 6.7 
i ■ ■ 
i 
Total	 30 100.0 30 100.0
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Table^^ 22. .
 
Adoptiim Survey Question #18 (Deiiographics Section)
 
Briefly describe your overall attitude towards adoption,
 
■ ' i ■ ■ Pretest Posttest 
o,
 
o F ■ , o' 
r • ,, ■ . • 
1 ■ F
a 
Positiye 
1 ' 
■ i ■ , 
Neutral 
• ■ ■ 
■ . 
lie 
■. 4 
60..0 
13.3 
5 
3 
16.7 
10.0 
i ■ ' ■ ■ ■ ■ 
■ None 8 ■ .26 . 7 2' 6.7 
More positive after 
group 0 0 1 11 . 36.7
 
Will actively look into ,
 
and consider adopting 0 . 0 9 . 3 0.0,
 
Total j 30 100.0 ■ ■ 30 ■ 100 . 0 
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CHAPTER FIVE ^
 
DISCUSSION.
 
THis research may be used to encourage social work 
program■.s to recruit more'African American students 
interested in the field, of child welfare to help with the 
recruiljment of. appropriate African American adoptive 
families.: This research could also be to educate the , 
public about this issue. To assess overall attitudes 
towards adoption, and to provide agencies with this : , 
research information so that they can assess ways to 
change negative attitudes and stereotypes into more 
positiA/re attitudes, or assess ways to strengthen positive 
attituc.es of adoption. This research can be used to inform 
adoption agencies about the importance of reaching out to 
black families to educate them about the children 
involved. . 
The results of this study will contribute to social 
work practice because it determines whether or not African 
Americans have an overall negative view Of the child 
welfare system and of adoption. If negative views are 
present, this definitely affects the rate of black 
families adopting children. This study also determines 
whether or not simply educating African American families 
57 
about this issue, about the Ghildren involved and their
 
individual charaOteristics, and about the adoption process
 
as wellI as resources provided, will create an overall more
 
positivfe view Of. the child welfare system.;. If so, adoption
 
agency professionals now possess one idea as to a tactic
 
that th.py can try while attempting to recruit black
 
adoptivp families.^ :
 
One-tiled t-tests. were conducted to determine the
 
significance of the findings in this study. The . results of
 
the t.tests showed that there was no significance in
 
attitude changes from pre, to,posttests, however, according
 
to evaluations of freguency distributions,, it is apparent
 
that there are some attitude changes towards the adoption
 
of children. For example,. in,statement three, only 43.3
 
percent I agreed that adoption helps individuals mature in
 
the pretest, but 56.6 percent, which is over half of
 
participants, agreed in the posttest. This indicates a
 
large change. In statement six, it is apparent in the
 
pretest that some participants did fear adoption.because
 
they thought that the biological parents could take the
 
child away from,them. After being educated about the
 
adoptiop process, it is apparent that this was no longer a
 
fear for participants with the large percentage of 83.3
 
percent disagreeing with this statement in the posttest
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The, results for ,statement seven concludes that 50
 
percent I of participants agreed that, their household income
 
was tool low to adopt a child in the pretest, but after
 
being enlightened on the low or no costs of adoption, and
 
- I . ■ ■ ' ' ■ . ' ' . 
: ■ I • . ■ 
i ■ ' , ' ■ .. , ^ " ■ ' 
of the.ihany seryices provided that public adoption
 
agencies provide to families who adopt, only 26.7 percent
 
agreed \^ith this statement in the posttest. That is a huge
 
■ ! . ■ . ■ ; ■ ■ ■ • ­
change,jStatement ten suggests in the pretest that some
 
participants possessed the opinion that children in foster
 
care grow up to be criminals, but in the posttest, 100
 
percent I of participants disagreed with this opinion.
 
The results from statement fourteen suggests that
 
there was an increase in empathy and understanding of the
 
fact that the Children suffer as a result of being in the
 
foster care system too long. Sixty-six percent agreed with
 
■ i ■ ' 1 
this statement in the pretest, but 73.3 percent agreed 
with this statement in the posttest. That is almost a 7
 
• I , ■ ■ • ' ■ . ■ , ■ ■ ■ ■ 
percent 1 increase.
 
i ' .
 
The last statement of "briefly describe your overall
 
attitude towards adoption", reveals that there was not an
 
overall negative attitude of the child welfare system and
 
of adoption even in the pretest. Sixty percent of group
 
' I ' ■ . ■ ■ ■ ' ■ ■ 
members!possessed,a positive attitude of adoption in the
 
! ■ ■ ' . ■ • ■ - ■ 
pretest] but it appears that this positive attitude was 
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enhanced by the group process, because 66.7 .perceht: of ■; 
group members thought, their attitude .was .more; pd , 
after the group process, and 3Q, b®^cent out of that said ' 
that they were going to actively.-lookiiritQ, ya^^^ 
adoption: by contacting their local .adoption agency.. : . 
Sixteen point seven percent more.: participants continued to, 
possess I a positive attitude towabds adoptiori:. in the : ^ 
posttest; therefore 83 ..4 percent - of participants possessed 
positive, and more positive attitudes towards adoption, .i . 
after tge group process,' where p:nly 60. percent possessed a: 
positive, attitude bef ore participating in the grpup. This 
is a huge increase from pre to posttests 
Th.e groups, were held.in a 'cozy home setting, where 
participahts were weicomed: with a "friendly African 
.American -facilitator., Rarticipants^ were, then' allowed to 
eat culturally.sound food, buffet style in - the kitchen and 
dinning area. Participants ,talked ' 'ahd laughed loudly, and. 
introduced themselves to each, other. .After, about 4 0 
minutes of socialization, participants were, then asked to 
sit .on ..a cozy couch, with a relaxing fire sparkling in .the 
fireplace in the background of.the facilitator. After the 
pretest were taken,:, participants' were then given 
information on the .children i'n/foater ca and of 
adoption, and ' were allowed to hold, an op.e.n: .discussion on 
6.0 
  
 
 
the issiue and their feelings about what was being

i ■ ■ ' , ^ ■ 
discussled. Everyone joined in on the group discussion, and
 
partici|pants were respectful of each other's opinions and
 
i ■ ■ ■ ' " . . ' . . • 
feelingjs on the.issue.
 
Ovierall, the group process was a warm, safe, cozy,
 
and funi experience for participants, as well as an
 
insightful experience. Group members stated that the group
 
process! was "wonderful" and "very interesting". They
 
stated ithat they "learned so much from the group", and
 
thanked the researcher numerous times for inviting them
 
■ ■■ I ' ' , • . ■ ■ ' ' . ■ 
the grojup.
 
, . ■ . I , 0' ■ ■ ; ■ ■ 
Adoption agencies may want to create a more user­
friendlly approach to recruitment. Instead of conducting
 
recruitment groups in an agency office where the
 
facilitator simply talks the majority of the time, they
 
may wan!t to look into recruiting in a cozier environment.
 
Also, the researcher actively went into public facilities
 
to gather group members for participation. Group members
 
may not have learned about this subject on their own.
 
Adoption agencies may need to focus recruitment efforts on
 
actively going into black communities to educate community
 
member^, and to gather members to participate inthe
 
i ■ ■ . ■ . ■ ■■ ' . • 
recruilqment and adoption process.
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The results of this study have contributed to the
 
field pf child welfare because it provides professionals
 
with whys that they can spark more, interest of adoption in
 
black pommunities. This increased interest may lead to an
 
increase of adoptions, and a decrease of the number of 
I ■ " ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ . . . " • ■ ■ 
children in foster care. The increase of adoptions will 
I ■ ­
lead tb more children living in stable and loving home 
I . ■ ■ ^ ■ , ■ ■' ' ■ ' ■ , 
environments, which contributes to accomplishing the main 
goal of the field of child welfare. 
! ■ ■ ■ ■ ' • ■ ■ ' ■ ' ' ■ . 
This research should be used as a wake up call to the 
i ■ ■ ■ ^ ■ ■ . ' ' ' . , ' . ■ 
publici, and to agency professionals. There are a large 
number! of African American children in foster care. There 
are a iarge number of.African American children awaiting 
adoption.. This is a social problem that needs to be 
thoroughly researched, analyzed, and addressed. 
Y ' 
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APPENDIX A
 
AFRICAN AMERICAN ADOPTION
 
SURVEY
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 African American Adoption Survey
 
General Instructions: Below are several statements regarding attitudes towards
 
adoption and the child welfare system.Please read each statement carefully. Record
 
your answer by circling the number ofyour response or by filling in the blank. Your
 
response Will remain anonymous.After completing the questionnaire,place it in the
 
large enve ope that will be passes around.
 
Please read the following statements and circle the response that bestsupports
 
your beliefs.
 
Strongly Agree(SA) Agree(A) Undecided(U) Disagree(D) Strongly Disagree(SD)
 
Attitudes Towards Adoption and the Child Welfare System
 
M A U D ^
 
1. 	Everyone should wantto adopt a child. 5 4 3 ;
 
2. 	Every middle class African American family
 
shouldiadopt a child. 5 4 3 2
 
3. 	Adopting a child helps individuals mature. 5 4 3 2
 
4. 	The children awaiting adoption have too many
 
behavior problems and are crazy. 5 4 3 2
 
5. 	The chjldren in foster care are "bad seeds". 5 4 3 2
 
6. 	Iam afraid to adopt a child because
 
the biological parents may come back
 
to claiiii the child and take him/her
 
away from me.
 
7. 	My household income is too insufficient
 
to adopt a child. 5 4
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 Strongly Agree(SA) Agree(A) Undecided(U) Disagree(D) Strongly Disagree(SD)
 
SA A U D SD 
8. The children in the foster care system have too many 
problems to be adoptable. 5 4 3 2 1 
9. You have to own a house in order to adopt a child. • 5 4 3 2 1 
10. Children in foster care grow up to be criminals. 5 4 3 2 1 
11. Adopting a child requires special parenting skills 
which I do not have. 5 4 3 2 1 
12. Children from foster care have too many emotional 
problems. 
• . ■ I ■ ■ ■ ' ■ . ■ 
13. Adoptive children need two-parent families. 
■ 
5 
5 
4 
4 
3 
3 
2 
2 
1 
1 
14. The child welfare system is unorganized and chaotic, 
and th^ children suffer emotionally and physically as 
a result ofbeing in the system too long. 5 4 3 2 1 
15. Kids with a lighter skin color are more adoptable than 
kids with darker skin. 5 4 3 2 1 
16. There are plenty offamilies to adopt African American 
children,therefore,I do not think I am needed to adopt. 5 4 3 2 1 
17. Financial resources are not available to families who 
adopt children. 5 4 3 2 1 
18. I would make an excellent parentfor an adoptive child. 5 4 3 2 1 
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Demographics
 
The quest:ions thatfollow are designed to help us develop a demographic profile ofthe
 
respondents to this survey. It is important that you talce the time to answer each ofthe
 
following questions. Your identity will remain anonymous. Please circle the
 
appropriate answer,or fill in the blank.
 
1. 	Age,
 
2. 	Gender
 
3. 	Religious denomination
 
4. 	Education
 
Less than high school
 
High school and some college
 
BA Degree(4 years ofcollege)
 
MA Degree(aprox.6 years ofcollege)
 
PHD or more
 
6. 	Household income
 
A	 $10,000 a year or lower
 
B.	 $10,001-20,000 a year
 
C.	 $20,001-30,000 a year
 
D.	 $30,001-40,000 a year
 
E.	 $40,001-50,000 a year
 
F.	 $50,001 or more
 
5. 	Marital Status
 
Single and never been married
 
Divorced and currently single
 
Married
 
Widowed
 
7. 	Ifmarried,how long have you
 
been married?
 
8. 	Number ofdependent children .
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Adoption Questions Gontinue:Please answer honestly,and to the best ofyour ability.
 
9. Have you ever in yourlifetime Gonsidered adopting a child?
 
10. Has anyone ever appeared at your school,church,job,home,etc... to talk about
 
the many children who are up for adoption?
 
Ifso,di(
 
11. Ifyou have considered adopting a child but never tried to adopt,describe what
 
preve
 
12. Have you ever adopted a child?
 
13. Ifso,
 
the ado>plion process.
 
14. Iflack ofmoney is what prevents you Ifora wanting to adopt a child,how much
 
money would you have to make in order to consider adopting a child? Ifthis
 
question i
 
$
 
15. Are you now aware that public adoption agencies now provide financial assistance
 
to families who adopt cliildren?
 
YES NO
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 16. According to the Children's
 
Services, . The majority

■ . 1 ' 
ofthese children are black children. Are you now aware ofstatistics like this?
 
YES NO
 
17. After given this information andmpre in our educational group,are you how more
 
interested and more willing to adopt a child?
 
YES NO
 
18. Briefly
 
68
 
APPENDIX B
 
INFORMED CONSENT
 
69
 
Informed Gonsent
 
The study, which you are aboutto participate, is designed to investigate African
 
Americans'attitude towards adoption. This study is being conducted by Dana
 
Cunningham.MSW student, under the supervision ofDr.Camilie Rcineke,MSW,
 
PsyD,witi guidancefrom Dr.Rosemaiy McCaslin,Professor ofSocial Work. This
 
study has been approved by the DepartmentofSocial Work Sub-Committee ofthe
 
Institutional Review Board,California State University,SanBernardino. The
 
university requiresthat yougive your consent before participating in this study.
 
In this study, you will be asked to respond to several adoption questions,as well as
 
questions about yourself. This task should take about 15 to 20 minutes. You willthen
 
be asked to participate in a one-hour educational session,where you will be given,
 
information aboutthe children currently in foster care. You will then be given the
 
survey a second time to fill outcompletely. Totaltime spentfor completing these
 
tasks is approximately two hours. All ofyotir responses will be held in the strictest of
 
confidence by the researcher. Your name will not be reported with your responses.
 
All data will be reported in groupform only. Therefore,your answers will be strictly
 
confidential and used only for research purposes.
 
Your participation in this study is completely voluntary. You are free to withdraw at
 
any time during this study without penalty. When you arc finished with the tasks, you
 
will receive a debriefing statement describing the study in more detail.
 
have any questions about the study,please feel free to contact Dr.Rosemary
 
McCaslin at(909)880-5507.
 
By placing a check mark on the line below,1 acknowledge that 1 have been informed
 
of,and that 1 understand the nature and purpose ofthis study,and 1 freely consent to
 
participate. 1 also acknowledge that I am at least 18 years ofage.
 
Place acreck mark here Today's date:_
 
7,0
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 Debriefing Statement
 
This study is being conducted by Dana Cunningham,MSW student,under the
 
supervision ofDr.Camille Reineke,MSW,PsyD with guidance from Dr.Rosemary
 
McCasliii,Professor ofSocial Work. This study is concerned with the enormous
 
number jafAfrican American children in the foster care system. A growing number of
 
black children are found in the system,children who are alleged victims ofabuse and
 
f ' ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ; ■ ' ■ 
neglect. ; Once in the foster care system,many ofthese children move to different
 
foster hc»mes every year,causing the children problems,because ofthe lack of
 
consistency in their lives. Once the social worker or the court system determines that
 
these children eaimot be reunified with their biological families,the children may be
 
put up for adoption. By that time,the child may have beenin the system for many
 
years. Then once up for adoption,the child may wait an average of2-4 years before '
 
finding k permanentloving family to adoptthem(ifthey find afamily at all). African
 
American children wait much longer to be adopted than any other group. This is the
 
reason fbr performing a study on this topic;to determine why this is so,and to create
 
mechanisms for future improvementofthis situation.
 
The study you havejust completed was designed to investigate Afriean
 
Americans'attitude towards adoption and the child welfare system. The study is also
 
designed to determine whether or not individuals would have a more positive attitude
 
towards adoption after given more information on this topic.
 
Thank you for your participation in this study. Your answers will be
 
strictly confidential. Ifyou have any questions about this study,please feel free to
 
contact Dr.McCaslin at 880-5507. Ifyou would like more information on adoption,
 
please ebntact your local public adoption agency. Thank you!
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